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Name(s):  Katy McNiff, Arts Integration Specialist  
 

School/Grade Level:  Wheeler, 3rd Grade 
 

Big Idea/Title of Lesson: Using a story to build a song 
 

Date: 8/16/2017, 8/18/2017    Duration:  Week 1, Class 1 and 2 (30 minutes each) 
 

Objective: Students will use aural and kinesthetic skills to create an arrangement of the African folksong “Sansa 
Kroma”. Students will use teamwork, comprehension of tempo and aural awareness to present a viable 
performance.  
 
“I can”: 

● I can listen to the details in a song, and decide what the story might be about 
● I can use my ears to learn words which are not part of my own language  
● I can use rhythm and teamwork to keep my song going 
● I can use instruments to make rhythm which works with my song 

 
State Standards Being Addressed (only one standard per curriculum item) 
(Language Arts): 
Standard: 
3.RL.2 Recount and paraphrase stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the 
central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in text 
 
MU.CR.1.3a 
a. Improvise rhythmic and melodic ideas (e.g. beat, meter, and rhythm) 
. 

 
Teacher’s Role During and After Lesson: 
 Before:  Please have students seated together on the rug 
 During:  Please discipline the class as needed and interject your own rules and expectations when needed. 
 After:  Please reinforce some of the vocabulary used by the artists whenever possible throughout your own lessons. 
 
Teachers are respectfully requested to refrain from leaving the classroom for extended periods of time (quick 
bathroom breaks are acceptable) or removing their attention from the actions of the classroom (such as 
grading papers, checking emails or removing students for any kind of unrelated tutoring).  
 
Materials: “OMA Song”, “Sansa Kroma Song”, “Eggs” (plastic balls) 

 
Lesson Plan Design:  
A.  Anticipatory Set / Activation of Prior Knowledge: 
Students be brought into the room and will immediately be engaged by the OMA Teacher in a series of kinesthetic 
movements. These movements will help guide students to the rug and onto the rug’s circle. The OMA teacher will then 
teach the “Criss Cross Applesauce Song” and have students sit on the rug. The teacher will introduce herself and will 
ask students what they know about OMA. We’ll then sing our new OMA song and think about things that we talk about 
in the song.  
 
B.  Teaching the Lesson:  



Students will be introduced to the Sansa Kroma Song aurally by watching the teacher act out the story of the song first 
They will be asked to identify what they saw and what it could mean. Then, OMA Teacher will sing the song again and 
students will identify any words which may sound strange to them. The OMA Teacher will scaffold the aural learning of 
the song until the students are able to sing the song without error.  
 
Once the song is learned aurally, the teacher will connect the story of Sansa Kroma and the culture to the movement 
of moving the “eggs”. The OMA Teacher will scaffold the rhythmic movement of the “Eggs” as they are passed around 
the room and the students will start by repeating “grab, tap, tap, pass” while the OMA Teacher sings the song. Some 
students will then be selected to sing along with the OMA Teacher while the rest repeat the rhythm statements. The 
groups will be switched, then all students will sing the words.  
 
The game will be made more difficult when all “eggs” but one are taken away and the students must now pass one 
egg with a selected student covering their eyes in the middle of the group. This person must guess who ends up with 
the egg at the end of the song.  
 
Day 2: 
The song will be scaffolded and students will recall the rhythmic pattern as used before. Once the song is performed 
again actively with the eggs, the teacher will ask students to select from rhythm sticks, bells and individual barred orff 
pitches. Students will then be assigned different tasks based on the instrument chosen. The OMA Teacher will scaffold 
first rhythmic instruments, then bass instruments (Orffs) then color instruments (bells), and then finally voice to create 
an ensemble group (following in line with Orff ensemble or Recorder ensemble).  
 
Students will be allowed to switch instruments as time permits. If behavior permits, students may work in small groups 
to add their own small ideas to their ensembles.  
  
C.  Closure / Concluding the Lesson: 
Students will discuss what was learned: 

1) We learned a song from a different culture 
2) We learned to sing and play a rhythm at the same time 
3) We learned that there are many parts to a song and we can do them all 
4) We learned that we make the best music through teamwork 

 
End with Good-bye song, all students must stand, wave goodbye and participate in singing.  
 

 
 

Methods for Facilitating Creative and Critical Thinking:  
The students will use creative and critical thinking skills as they listen and respond to music, and 
develop language and vocabulary through rhyme and meter.  
 
Strategies for Active Participation:  

● Echo singing and speaking  
● Physical movement to music and rhyme  
● Collaboration with peers  
● Buddy buzz  

 
Strategies for Reviewing, Assessing Understanding, and Reinforcing:  

● Building and reviewing anchor charts together  
● Questioning Singing songs – spiraling in songs and games throughout the year to ensure we 

build a foundation  
● Scaffolding to what the students know and have learned in their homeroom class.  
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